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him to some ecclesiastical living: and if the said Bishop refuse so to do, he shall he suspended hy the Archbishop^, being assisted with another Bishop, from giving of orders by the space of a year.
TITHES. The tenth part of the profits accruing from the produce of estates, applied to the maintenance of the clergy. We are directed hy reason to offer something to GOD as an acknowledgment of his blessings, from whom we receive all that is good. It is objected, that His dominion over the whole is so universal and extensive, that it may seem absurd to offer him any part; but yet the Scripture itself commands us to honour HIM with our riches, and with the first fruits of our increase ; and by the Mosaical law the people were commanded to bring the first fruits of their land into the house of their GOD ; and after they had possession of the land of Canaan, they were commanded to bring to the priest the first of all the fruits of the earth, in a basket, as an acknowledgment that they enjoyed that land by the gift of GOD. The proportionable part (that is, the tenth) was paid by two patriarchs long before the law; for Abraham paid to Mel-chisedeck, not only the tithes of the spoils which he brought in his return from the slaughter of his enemies, but the tithes of all things, and these were paid to him as a priest, for such he was, and of the Most High GOD, and it was in that capacity, and not of a- king, that he met Abraham, for he was not assisting him in the wars, but met him as he returned with victory. After Abraham's death, the patriarch Jacob made- a solemn vow to return unto GOD the tenth of all which HE should bestow on him, and it is probable, that being himself Abraham's grandson, he had observed what was done by him, and therefore fixed on the tenth rather than any other part.
The Jews, who were the posterity of the patriarchs, were told by Moses that all the tithes of the land were the LORD'S, not in the literal sense, but as they were devoted and due to GOD, who assigned His right to the Levites in these words, viz. I have given the children of Levi all the tenths in Israel. It is true, the Jews paid more than the tenth to the very time of the destruction of the Temple; but before the Mosaic law, the just tenth part was paid by the patriarchs, and in conformity